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Building boss 
charged with 
fraud living 
in $2m home 

34-year-old second to be charged 
in crackdown on illegal workers 


Sam Hurley and Jared Savage 


Operation Spectrum 



Rach reaches for the stars to save our kiwi 


Ophelia Buckleton 


A baby kiwi is strutting her stuff in 
the wild after being named and set 
free by supermodel Rachel Hunter. 

Hunter named the 3-week-old 
kiwi Matariki, after the star cluster 
that signals the beginning of the 
Maori New Year. The chick was re¬ 
leased on Motutapu Island in Auck¬ 
land’s Hauraki Gulf. 

Hunter said: “I love the stars and I 
just thought it was fitting for her. 
She’s gorgeous, she’s special. She 
was feisty on the way over [to Motu¬ 
tapu] and then a superstar when she 
came out [into the wild] and kind of 


just chilled out and fell asleep.” 

A group, including people from 
the Department of Conservation, 
Motutapu Restoration Trust and lo¬ 
cal iwi Ngai Tai Ki Tamaki, gathered 
to watch and help Hunter release the 
kiwi into the bush. 

“I’m very, very honoured and 
very, very lucky,” she said. “We 
know how sacred they are to their 
environments out in the wild... and 
to be able to come out here and re¬ 
lease one into the wild is super 
special.” 

Matariki, weighing less than 500 
grams, was hatched at Auckland Zoo 
from an egg collected in the Coro¬ 


mandel. She will join 55 other Coro¬ 
mandel brown kiwi on pest-free 
Motutapu, including Whauwhau, 
who was released by former Prime 
Minister John Key and German 
Chancellor Angela Merkel in 2014. 

The number of kiwi released on 
the island has risen since May 2017 as 
part of charity Kiwis for Kiwi’s aim to 
increase each species of our national 
bird by 2 per cent a year. 

The charity’s efforts, drawing on 
an $11 million government grant to 
save the kiwi, worked in step with 
DoC’s decade-long kiwi recovery 
plan, which had a goal of lifting the 
total kiwi population back to 


100,000 by 2030. Keith Cell, DoC 
Auckland inner islands operations 
manager, said the vision was for 
Motutapu to become a creche for 
kiwis so, when the population be¬ 
came big enough, surplus birds 
could be used to boost numbers else¬ 
where. 

Yesterday’s release was also a 
chance for Hunter to catch up on 
some of the conservation work 
happening on Motutapu. 

The supermodel has been paid 
$50,000 by Auckland Tourism, 
Events and Economic Development 
to be an international ambassador 
for the city. 


Rich-lister builds nearly 250 homes for Auckland’s poor 


Anne Gibson 



An Auckland building company boss 
charged with immigration fraud lives 
in a $2.3m home and drives a late 
model Porsche. 

Hooi Keat Chai faces 26 charges of 
lying to immigration officials over 12 
years to get workers fraudulent visas 
to come to New Zealand. Immigration 
New Zealand alleges the 34-year-old 
previously lived in New Zealand 
unlawfully under the name Kok Tong 
Chai but changed his name in 
Malaysia and then returned under the 
new identity. 

His home in the affluent Auckland 
suburb of St Johns was raided by INZ 
investigators this week and Chai, who 
introduces himself as Ben, became 
the second individual charged in 
Operation Spectrum. 

The Weekend Herald last week 
revealed nearly 200 illegal workers 
were either deported, fled New 
Zealand or stopped at the border fol¬ 
lowing the six-month inquiry into the 
construction industry in Auckland. 

Chai is the sole director and share¬ 
holder of Team NZ Constructions Ltd, 
one of the 10 companies targeted by 
INZ in a bid to disrupt the flow of il¬ 
legal workers from Malaysia. 

Operation Spectrum also un¬ 
covered a weakness in border secur¬ 
ity whereby 15 people previously de¬ 
ported or who fled from New Zealand 
were able to return under new 
identities. 

Chai is one of two individuals who 
allegedly went on to obtain perman¬ 
ent residency. 

He was charged in the Auckland 
District Court and bailed to his $2.3m 
home, where five vehicles - including 
a 2017 Porsche Cayenne - are regis¬ 
tered in his name on finance records. 

Operation Spectrum targeted 
companies which recruited unlawful 
workers from Malaysia as plasterers, 
painters, tilers or carpenters. 

They worked as third-tier 
subcontractors, below the radar of 
developers and site managers. 

There was little evidence of 
workers living in poor conditions, or 
being exploited against their will. 

Most were paid $20 to $40 an hour 
in cash - paying no tax - so those run¬ 
ning the underground crews were 
able to win contracts by undercutting 
the prices of legitimate competitors. 

“It was common to hear ‘we got 
paid every Thursday by a man in a 
black Audi’,” said Alistair Murray, 
who manages investigations and com¬ 
pliance for INZ. 

“We are talking significant cash 
flow, hundreds of thousands of 
dollars. 

“So Kiwis are being cut out of jobs. 
Legitimate Kiwi businesses trying to 
contract in that market can’t compete 
with those rates. It’s not a level 
playing field.” 

Immigration New Zealand raided 
construction sites around Auckland 


M 

deported 

36 

voluntarily left NZ 

15 

served deportation notioes (no work 
visa) 

86 

Stopped at border 

190 

people stopped from illegally working 
inNZ 



and detained and deported 54 
people. Another 36 people fled the 
country before they were caught, 
while 15 who had visas to live in New 
Zealand - but not to work - were 
served with deportation liability 
notices. 

On average, the 105 people had 
each lived here unlawfully for five 
years. 

“They’re living here, enjoying the 
benefits of New Zealand, cutting 
legitimate businesses out of work. 
And not one of them paying tax,” 
Murray said. 

The Inland Revenue Department 
said investigations were ongoing. 

Another 85 would-be illegal 
workers were stopped at the New Zea¬ 
land border, or sometimes before 
they stepped foot on the plane to 
carry them here. 

In total, 190 people were stopped 
over a six-month period. 

Out of those. Operation Spectrum 
uncovered 15 who had previously 
been deported, or fled New Zealand 
before they were caught, but 
returned under a new identity. 


One of New Zealand’s richest men, 
whose family is estimated to control 
$570 million, is building 243 new 
social houses for Auckland’s poor. 

In a rare interview, Ted Manson, 
63, head of developers Mansons 
TCLM, showed off new projects in 
Glen Eden, the central city and Avon¬ 
dale, saying he was responding to 
areas of greatest need. 

The Ted Manson Foundation is 
building $160m of social housing in a 
move that has won plaudits. 

The foundation’s projects include: 

• Twin-tower 10 and 11-level 165-unit 
blocks (90 social housing), Glen 
Eden; 

• An 18-Ievel CBD Liverpool St 


Ted Manson 

Tower, 92 apartments (73 social); 

• Great North Rd, Avondale, a site 
for 140 units (80 social). 

• Examining other opportunities 
elsewhere in Auckland. 

Leonie Freeman, a former Hous¬ 
ing New Zealand general manager 
and a current Goodman Property 


Trust director, said Manson’s contri¬ 
bution was “astonishing”. The fact 
that it came from the generosity of 
one man made it even more so. 

Ministry of Social Development 
housing deputy chief executive Scott 
Gallacher said the state entity was 
“really happy” to be partnering with 
the foundation and strongly 
supported its commitment to large- 
scale public housing. 

Mansons TCLM has a $1 billion 
order book and its projects included 
Shortland St office tower the Lumley 
Centre, the Spark office campus on 
Victoria St West, BDO House where 
NZME is based and many other CBD 
office blocks. 

Last year’s NBR Rich List had the 
Manson family at $570m, saying the 


big-time development and invest¬ 
ment business had “another strong 
year”. 

Manson told the Weekend Herald 
he had grown up in a state house, 
always thinking anyone could suc¬ 
ceed like him and believing most 
people could buy their own house. 

“I woke up one day and got a social 
conscience. That happens at some 
stage of your life for some, but not for 
all. Up until then, I was a capitalist,” 
Manson said. 

“I’m not doing it for profit. I’m 
making no money. I’m giving money 
away,” he said of the projects. 


Full story 
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Departure cards may go 

The departure card that must be filled 
out by every passenger leaving New 
Zealand may soon be history. Prime 
Minister JacindaArdern called them a 
“bugbear” when talking to a business 
audience in Sydney. “I will be talking to 
my ministers of statistics [James 
Shaw] and customs [Meka Whaitiri] 
with a view to advancing this” she 
said. Australia got rid of them last year. 
She was speaking to about 1000 
business people and delegates from 
the Australia New Zealand Leadership 
Forum, which has called for their 
removal. More on talks A7 

Greens renounce perks 

Green Party ministers are making 
their ministerial diaries public and 
both politicians and staff will stop 
accepting corporate hospitality. The 
two transparency measures were 
announced by co-leader James Shaw 
to counter the influence of money and 
lobby groups in politics. He told a 
party conference in Napier many MPs 
considered a corporate box at the 
rugby or being shouted a fancy dinner 
a “delightful perk” of the job. “The 
problem is they’re not actually ‘free’... 
These organisations... are doing it 
because they want to know there’s 
someone in Parliament or the Beehive 
who’s looking out for their interests.” 

Drivers fear foreigners 

Kiwi motorists are concerned about 
overseas drivers although they are 
responsible for only 7 per cent of 
crashes. A Canstar Blue survey also 
shows that 45 per cent would be 
happy to see penalties increased for 
people at fault in a crash, while 35 per 
cent believed refresher driving 
courses would be a good idea. The 
results are from a survey of546 New 
Zealanders who had hired a car in the 
past 12 months and come as the 
CO u nt ry faces a road to 11 si m i I ar to I ast 
year’s blowout of379, a marked 
increase from 2013’s record low of 253 
deaths. 

Army sticks with drones 

The army says it has no plans to 
ground Chinese-made drones banned 
by its US allies over cyber-security 
fears. The Defence Force bought a 
fleet of cheap commercial off-the- 
shelf hobbyist drones last March. The 
same drones, built by Chinese 
manufacturers Dajiang Innovation 
(DJI), were scrapped by the US Army 
last August because of “increased 
awareness of cyber vulnerabilities 
associated with DJI products”. A 
fortnight later, Shenzhen-based DJI 
announced a privacy mode to prevent 
flight data being shared to the 
internet. 

Grim outiook for guif 

Regulatory headaches, slow action 
and conflict are dogging efforts to 
save Auckland’s big blue backyard — 
now under unprecedented pressure 
from pollution and over-fishing. The 
Hauraki Gulf Forum’s damning 
stocktake, released yesterday, reveals 
the gulf is deteriorating faster than any 
management efforts could prevent. 
The forum’s leaders have made 
pressing calls for action to new 
Conservation Minister Eugenie Sage, 
who in turn has blamed the previous 
Government for its “neglect” — calling 
the latest triennial report an 
“indictment of past inaction”. 

Quarry attacker also rapist 

The man who abducted, wounded and 
assaulted a 23-year-old woman at a 
West Auckland quarry was also found 
guilty of raping a second woman. Colin 
Jack Mitchell was found guilty in the 
High Court at Auckland of six charges 
relating to the two separate attacks — 
the first at Riverhead in February last 
year and the second at Avondale in 
1992. DNA evidence linked him to the 
earlier rape. Suppression orders 
meant only the charges relating to the 
quarry attack could be reported. 
Mitchell, 60, also has a conviction for 
the rape of a sex worker in 1984. 



Elderly Assist 



Our specialities include: 

• Downsizing and Decluttering 

• Packing and Moving 

• Unpacking and layout assistance 

• Assistance with the sale of 
furniture and belongings 

• Estate dispersal 


Janice ^llis 

0800 839 874 
www.elderlyassist.co.nz 



RAIN LILIES $2.50, $3.99 & $4.99 
SEEDLESS MANDARIN $21 & $23 
AZALEAS $5.99 & $9.99 
MOTH ORCHIDS $9&$20 
HIBISCUS $9.99 & $12.99 
STAR JASMINE $6 & $14 
GREEN MONDO GRASS $2 
MUEHLENBECKIA ASTONII $ 9 
GRISELINIAS $4, $7, $12 & $20 
COPROSMA POOR KNIGHTS $9 
LOMANDRA LIME TUFF $4.99 & $9 
BIRD OF PARADISE $9, $20 & $29 


Roger Hunter's 


MICHELIA FAIRY WHITE $17 
FIDDLE LEAF FIG $49 & $79 
HEBES-8VARS$4.99 
6’NZTIT0KIS$38 
MICHELIA FIGO $6.99 
FICUS TUFFI $9, $12.99 & $19 
CAMELLIA EARLY PEARLY $9.99 
® ICEBERG STANDARD ROSES $35 
ENGLISH RHODODENDRONS $9 
VEGE & FLOWER PUNNETS $1.00 & $1.70 
CAMELLIA SETSUGEKKA $4.99, $16 & $69 
LIGULARIA TRACTOR SEAT $12.99 


Garden Centre 


39 Tidal Road, Mangere East • PH 027 277 1200 


CLOSED MONDAYS - OPEN 6 DAYS 7:30AM - 6PM WWW.ROGERHUNTER.CO.NZ 


HOHE§ 

GARDEN 

SHOW 

It's all about ideas. 


homeandgardenshow.co.nz 


9-11 MARCH 2018 

Fri, Sat 10-5, Sun 10-^ 



North ^ore 
L warden Show 


North Shore Events Centre 


To build new or renovate? 


Resident Builder, Peter Wolfkamp answers this 

debate at the free 'Ask an Expert' sessions. 

» Over 220 exhibitors 

» 'Ask an Expert' sessions 

» Latest trends and innovations 

» Exclusive show specials Resident Builder, Peter Wolfkamp.. 

^ ^ . ITl see you there! 

» Be in to win a $9,000 fully Adult $8, Gold 


integrated table from Love 
Outdoor Kitchens 


Card Friday $A, 
Under 16 Free 


OUTDOOR KITCHENS 


Buy 1 Get 1 Free ticket by pre-purchasing your tickets at northshoreshow.eventbrite.co.nz promo code 241ticket. 

To find out more visit homeandgardenshow.co.nz 
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PERSONAL 

PLUMBING 

PROBLEMS? 


Bladder leakage is a common issue 
for men affected by prostate cancer. 
Confitex’s washable leakproof 
underwear have you covered. 


* ABSORBENT 


ODOUR RESISTANT 


PADLESS 


WASHABLE 


Be confident with Confitex. 


PATCMTCn Available at leading pharmacies 

T F r H M n I n r Y confitex.co.nz 

ILLrllNULUbY info@confitexunderwear.com 


CONFITEX 
















































